risk. You have lately turned your lands into pas- Languet

tures, and in so doing have not consulted the in- to Sidney
terests of your country, for you have thinned its
population. Your rulers were unwise to permit it,
since the surest strength of a country is an abun-
dant population- And now I fear England will be
tempted by the thirst for gold, and rush forth in
a body to the islands which Frobisher has lately
discovered; and how much English blood do you
suppose must be spilt in order to keep posses-
sion of them? There is not one of all our mari-
time nations which will not enter the lists against
you for them. In old times, when a party of Car-
thaginians on a voyage in the Atlantic had been
carried by a storm to some land or other, and
on their return home told marvellous tales of its
fruitfulness and its climate, the Senate, fearing
the people would be tempted by the description
to leave their country and migrate thither, put
out of the way the men who brought the report,
so that if any of their people should desire to go,
they should have no one to guide them,
Do I therefore think that you should rejedl
good things which God in his mercy offers
you, and punish their discoverer? By no means;
on the contrary, I very greatly admire the high
spirit* the perseverance, and even the good for-
tune of Frobisher, and consider he deserves great
rewards. I have no doubt the first movers of the
long and dangerous voyage which he undertook
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